[Severe differed respiratory depression after intrathecal administration of morphine and clonidine on a 70-year-old patient].
We report a case of severe and differed respiratory depression to a 70-year-old patient after spinal anaesthesia for prostatic adenomectomy. Ten milligram of bupivacaine, 30 microg of clonidine and 100 microg of morphine has been administrated intrathecally. The anaesthesia has lasted 4h and, 16h after the induction, the patient had a respiratory depression with bradypnea (5c/min), hypoxia (SpO(2) 80%) and sedation (scale 3 of Wilson). The evolution was favourable after intravenous injection of naloxone and oxygenotherapy. The use of low dose intrathecal morphine can involve a respiratory depression. Intrathecal association of morphine and clonidine must be careful used among old patients and require a monitoring during the first 24h.